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F all our late pamphlets, none 
has been more read, or has oc 


caſioned more ſpeculation, than a late 


publication entitled © A Review of Poli- 
tics at the Commencement of 1787.” 


Though I am not in general inclined 


0 give ſuch performances a peruſal, con- 
fidering them as mere ephemerons, ei- 


ther calculated to gain a few ſhillings, 
or gratify ſpleen and malevolence ; 3 yet, 
amidſt a curioſity ſo general, 1 could 


not ſuffer this pamphlet to paſs unno- 
ticed. After all the encomiums I had 
heard given to this far-famed piece, 1 


muſt own myſelf to have been ex- 


tremely diſappointed when I found, fo 


far from a review of our political fate, | 


a mere ſketch of certain characters, in 
5 1 which, 


E443 
which, amidſt ſwelling words and quo- 
tations miſerably drawn in, I could diſ- 
cern no traces of a maſter. I had ex- 
| pected that the reviewer would have 
fully diſcuſſed the propriety of a connec- 
tion with France on our part, and the 
merits of the preſent commercial treaty 
in particular. I had boped for much in- 
formation on the ſubject of revenue, and 
for new lights on the conduct of Mr. 
Haſtings ; both which will be material 
objects of parliamentary inveſtigation. 
The Anthor may, in anſwer, ſay that it 
did not come within his plan to de- 
ſcant on thoſe particulars: but where- 
fore then does he profeſs to write a re- 
view of our political ſituation ? Is the 
8 time and attention of his readers, Who 
1 expect information on points of which, 
from their neceſſary occupations and 
habits of life, the multitude can have 
ſmall knowledge, to be taken up by 


barren 


. em , 0 — 


5 


barren ſpeculations on the characters of 


men, of whoſe actions they are as well 


informed as himſelf? But even this 


taſk, paltry and unimportant as it is, of 


detailing the ſeveral virtnes that adorn, 


and the vices that diſgrace, the indivi- 
dual and the ſtateſman, and parcellins 
them out to the various perſonages of 


this time, would be more excuſable, if 


5 were done with ſome tolerable degree 


of candour and judgment, and ſome 
greater ſhe w of decency. To ſay no- 
thing of others; what more audacious 
inſult to the ſenſe of a wiſe people can 
well be deviſed, than to hold up as an 
object of praiſe and diſtinction a man, 


3 into whoſe adminiſtration a public and 


ſevere ſcrutiny has been deemed proper ? 
Should it be aſked by what authority. F: 


have preſumed to call this reviewer to 


account, I anſwer, that if any one had 


ſtepped forward, and given him the re- 


proof 
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proof he deſerved, I had not ventured 
to ſend forth theſe remarks to the public, 
but had reſted contented, in a reflection 
that the dagger had been drawn from 
the wound, and the baſe aſſaſſin re- 
ceived his merited puniſhment. As no 
one took up the pen, I held it my duty, 
as an Engliſhman, as a lover of honeſt 
men, and a friend to liberty, to appear 
a volunteer in a cauſe, which, if I can 
ſerve, I am much overpaid for the trou- 
ble this my firſt attempt in public has 
given me. 5 


So much for the motives which in- 
duced me to publiſh theſe remarks; 
motives which, I truſt, will not be put 
in compariſon with thoſe which influ- 
enced the ſhort reviewer. If hunger 
drove the Author to the deſperate deed, 
I pity, at the ſame time I deſpiſe, the 


man who would not rather work for 
bread 


TL 
bread than be the flatterer of fools and 
villains, and the detractor of the wiſe 
and virtuous: but, if malevolence alone 
_ ſuggeſted the foul attempt, I would not 
Have the blackneſs of heart, that could 
dictate ſuch abuſe, for more wealth than 
it is in the power of his patrons to give 
from the purſe of a people overloaded 
with taxes, from the ſpoils of extirpated 


tribes, of injured chiefs and deſolated 
provinces, 


1 will not criticiſe on his lan- 
guage, (though it might be difficult to 


reconcile to ſenſe and grammar the laſt 
ſentence of his firſt page 3) I haſten to 


greater things even the chief magiſtrate 
of theſe realms. The Author is, no 
doubt, juſtified in the commendations 
which he beſtows on the king as a ten- 
der and affectionate huſpand. Will not 
every one, who is but moderately igno- 


rant 


* 
rant of paſt tranſactions, recognize in 
him the character of a fond and indul- 
gent father? Even amidſt all the evils 
which this nation has ſo abundantly ſuf- 
fered, we may contemplate with un- 


feigned pleaſure the life of our ſovereign. 


1 fond huſband, a kind father; as . 
King, brave, generous, merciful ; a pa- 
tron of the fine arts; frugal in the ma- 
nagement of his revenue; affable even 
to the meaneſt ; the friend of mankind ; 
eloquent; of ability to judge, and firm- 
neſs to execute; gra aceful and manly in 
bis deportment, diſplaying in every geſ- 
ture the politeneſs of the man, height- 


ened by. the . of majeſty. 


Vet let it be allowed to an Engliſh- 
man that he may heave a ſigh of regret 
when thoughts ruſh upon his mind of 
the calamities which have befallen this 


nation 
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nation for theſe ſix-and-twenty years 
paſt. The immenſe debt under which 
we groan; the daily bankruptcies of our 
merchants ; the neceſſaries of life taxed | 
like luxuries ; not only afford a gloomy 
horizon, but preſent a ſad proſpect of 
black deſpair for the future, Can we 
forbear to execrate the memory of the 


miniſter who granted a peace to our ene- 


mies, which gave them the means of | 


recovering their defects, till, now re- 
vived and recruited, they threaten like 
a black cloud. to burſt with ruin on our 
heads ? Will not the lateſt poſterity 
lament the fatal policy which embroiled | 
us with America, which conſumed our 
treaſure, which doomed | to deſtruction 
our beſt and deareſt blood? Long may 
we mourn the cdminidration of thoſe, 
men, who in theſe few laſt years have 
reduced our affairs from the meridian of 


proſperity to the gloom of adverſe for- 


B tune, 


1 
tune, till fallen, from bad to worſe, at 
laſt we ſeem overwhelmed with deſpair 
and impenetrable diſtreſs. From this 
fad ſcene let us turn to the riſing hopes 
of the nation, the delight of his coun- 
try's friends, the terror of it's enemies 
the prince Who, defying temptation, 
has relinquiſhed nearly half of his in- 
come for payment of his creditors. In 
this degenerate age we may boaſt one 
exalted character who dares be juſt— 
who « can facrifice emolument to princi- 
ple, and live retired, when grandeur 
cannot be attained but by means diſho- 
1 nourable. If ſuch a prince were ſome- 
times irregular ; if his conduct were not 
altogether faultleſs ; yet ſhould we not 
drop a tear on his failings, and wipe 
them out for ever? And what will the 
breath of calumny urge? Will this hire- 
ling aſſert that to him is known the na- 
ture of a connection, of which malice 


has 


E 
has ſpoken with ſuch inconſiſtency as 
confutes itſelf ? What mean then thoſe 
obſcure hints? Baſe wretch ! where he 
cannot openly attack he would ſtab in 
the dark—equally infamous for his 
cowardice, and contemptible for his 


impotency! 


Hence let us turn our eyes on the 
youth of five-and-twenty, holding the reins | 
of a great empire at a period big with 
more important conſequences than any it 
had ever ſeen. If it were told toa ſtranger 
of theſe later tranſactions, that ſuch an 
one had been at the helm of the ſtate 
for above three years, he would expect 
to find a prodigy of talents and of eru- 
: dition, in whom an incomparable ge- 


nius, improved by affiduous labour, ſup- 
plied ſach unexampled abilities as baffled 


competition: otherwiſe he would fay, 


« Wherefore have you rejected men of 
— tried 


Fw 


tried entertiontion and knowledge, to 
whom the functions of government were 
known; to whom, by frequent prac- 
tice, buſineſs was become habitual?“ 
W the ſtranger to be anſwered, 
We indeed expected a prodigy in 
this youth, wherefore we knew not; 

we hailed him our favourite; for him 
we rejected our old counſellors; on him 
we reſted our hopes of ſalvation to our 
country: three years have paſſed, and 
our miſeries have increaſed upon us.“ 
What then muſt the ſtranger think of 
vs? Would he not believe that God had 
given us up unto. fooliſhneſs, as being 
already devoted to deſtruction? Yet is 
not this the true ſtate of our country * 
Is not the time at length arrived when 
miniſterial promiſes had flattered us 
that a reduction of a million of our im+ 
menſe debt would have taken place, 


and a pleaſing proſpect would be opened 


of 
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of a period which might relieve us 
from the heavy burthens under which 
we have ſo long been oppreſſed? How 
great then muſt be the diſappointment of 
all ranks, who with well to their coun- 
try, when they ate told that, inſtead 
of a ſurplus, is found a deficiency; and, 
inſtead of an alleviation of their miſeries, 
they muſt expect freſh taxes. No doubt 
the miniſtry will excule themſelves, by 
ſaying, if the cuſtoms and exciſe 
fall ſhort of former years, they are not 
blameable; for that ſuch failures are not 
to be imputed to thoſe who direct affairs, 
but to contingencies, which it is impoſſi- 
ble to foreſee; and againſt which, con- 
ſequently, no proviſion can be made, 
Have then the ſame men, who arrogat- 
ed to themſelves ſo great praiſe for their 
- pretended ſurplus, ſo much meanneſs as 
to deny themſelves to be culpable for 
a deficiency in the revenue? Would 

they 
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they build their fame on the ſucceſs of 
a meaſure, yet refuſe to be anſwerable 
for it's failure? If they could fo boldly 
affirm that the great increaſe of the cuſ- 
toms was owing to the high opinion 
which foreigners entertained of them, 
muſt not the decreaſe be aſcribed to a 

conviction of their impotence and ina- 
bility : ? And ſhall our ears ſtill be ſtun- 
ned with the praiſes of Mr. Pitt ? Shall 

his wonderful talents and incorruptible 
integrity be yet ſo loudly vaunted ? 
Maſt we be told that he is an able cal- 

culator who computes the average of a 

nation's income from eighteen months; 
and, being miſerably miſtaken, tells us 
he is not accountable for deficiencies ? 
I will atk Mr. Pitt's warmeſt partizan, 
in what ſingle inſtance he has diſplayed 

the talents and information requiſite for 


the miniſter of a great empire ? 


1 do 


k 1 

T do not deny him any praiſe which 
may be deſerved by copiouſneſs of lan- 
| guage, and great powers of utterance; 
declamation however ſupplies the place of 
argument; and, when we expect a clear 
illuſtration of the ſubject, we hear but 
words devoid of meaning, and fine phraſes 
without connection. Should we review his 
life for the few years ſince he firſt went to 
Cambridge, where 1s that to be found 
which can entitle him to the thouſandth 
part of the praiſes which have been fo 
laviſhly beſtowed upon him? At that 
place he is ſaid to have read through the 
claſſic authors, at the ſame time giving 
conſiderable attention to mathematical 
ſtudies: yet, on ſtrict inquiry, we know 
not that he left behind him any proofs of 
attainments, the leaſt ſuperior to thoſe 
of ordinary men. 


From 


3 
From college he appears in the Houſe 
of Commons, ſupported by the great 
name of his father; and takes an early 
opportunity to declare that he will not 
accept an inferior poſt. It is unneceſſary 
to relate by what concurrence of unfor- 
tunate circumſtances a way was paved 
for the diſmiſſion of the old whig fami- 
lies from the management of affairs, and 
the admiſſion of a motley group of 
Scotchmen, tories, and renegade whigs, 
headed by a beardleſs boy. Is there 
aught yet that can deſerve praiſe? Are we 
to admire the firſt diſplay of his haughty 
felf confidence, or, after abuſe of the coali- 
tion, his junction with the very meaneſt 
of Lord North's ſupporters ; the men by 
whoſe principles and whoſe dark in- 
trigues this kingdom has ſo long ſuffered | 
But is it not wonderful that, oppoſed by ſo 
great abilities, he ſhould ſtill keep his 
ground ? In any other time it would be 


3 wonderful, 


E 


wonderful, but the things we have known 


in our times leave no room for admira- 
tion. Firſt, as a ſpecimen of it's author's 
ſkill in the ſcience of politics, appeared 
the mighty India Bill; by which touch- 
ſtone he was to be tried, by which he 
was to ſtand or fall: after repeated changes 
it was paſſed, and in the next ſeſſion was 
again completely changed; many parts 
being introduced of the very bill which 
had coſt Mr. Fox and his friends their 
places. Next came his Iriſh Propoſitions. 
When the principles of that famed ſcheme 
were fundamentally altered, chough it had 
been repeatedly declared that the original | 
propoſitions muſt either be paſſed or re- 
jected in toto, they were returned to Ire- 
land, and there ſpurned at with merited 
contempt. Of his oppreſſive Commutation 
Act we ſtill feel the diſmal effects in 
darkened and unwholeſome habitations; 
while the revenue loſes by the failure of 
. 
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the old window-tax. Why ſhould I ſpeak 
of the ſhop-tax, (which, having aſſerted 
that it was advantageous to trade, he yet 


took off from the ſmaller ſhops ; thereby 
completely contradicting himſelf; for if it 


were advantageous, wherefore were the 
inferior traders debarred of the benefit) of 
the tribunal that admits not a trial by 


jury, and of the country ſacrificed to the 
India Company? Are theſe the meaſures 


on which he builds his reputation? Does 


he from them expect to be handed down 


to poſterity as a wiſe and virtuous mi- 


niſter? Or does he ſeek for fame from 
the Commercial Treaty ? Of that 1 have 
nothing to ſay, nor of its prototype the 
os reaty of Utrecht : the houſes of parlia- 
ment will inveſtigate it throughout, will 
ſift and determine its merits or defects. Let | 
me now in turn delineate the character 5 


of our preſent prime miniſter, as it may 


be 


Ties 
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be ſuppoſed to be given by ſome future 


hiſtorian. 


Denied by nature every grace of exter- 


nal appearance, and troubled with no 


warmth of paſſions, which ſo often diſ- 


tract the greateſt minds from ſerious oc- 


cupations, Mr. Pitt came forwards in the 


career of politics at an early period of life. 
When the peace had excited ſo general a 
diſlike of Lord Shelburne that he could not 
ſtand before it, and the coalition miniſtry 
had ſucceeded his adminiſtration, the op- 


poſition was formed of men inconſiderable 


for talents, for birth, or fortune, the ſcum 
of divers adminiſtrations; and even to 
theſe, weak as they were, a leader was 


wanting. In this emergency they caſt 


their eyes on Mr. Pitt. His name, long 


revered by the people of England, inſured 
a great degree of reſpect, and a high opinion 


was entertained of the abilities and of the 


C 2 knowledge 0 
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knowledge of the favourite ſon of the great 
Chatham. With him for their leader, a 


diſpirited faction once again raiſed their 


heads; and certain extraordinary events 


gave them the opportunity of gratifying 


their utmoſt wiſhes. The coalition be- 


| tween Mr. Fox and Lord North, though 
it united the greateſt talents in the nation, 
was yet regarded with a ſuſpicious eye 
by thoſe who could not conceive that ſuch 


a junction could be formed without a de- 


religion of everyavowedprinciple. Taking 
advantage of this circumſtance, and the 

popular outcry againſt a bill calculated 

to reſtrain abuſes in India, which the 

delinquents, who feared the loſs of their 
infamous means of gain, moſt aſſiduouſly 
ſought to raiſe, this faction, without abil:- 
ties, and without character, but ſupported | 
by royal favour, contrived to ſuperſede the 
Whigs. Unſupported by others, and a 
ſtranger to politics himſelf, Mr, Pitt ven- 
1 _ tured 
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44-1 
tured on the arduous poſt of Prime Miniſter 
to the King of Great Britain. His cold and 


haughty demeanour was of no diſſervice to 


him among men, in whom attachments to 
the profits of place baniſhed every con- 
ſideration of perſonal attachment. By 
ſpecious promifes, which were made but 
to be broken, he awhile deceived the peo- 
ple of England, who fondly believed that 
they could diſcern the vigour, the firmneſs, 
and the knowledge, which the father 
gained from long experience, already ma- 
tured in the ſon. His obſtinacy in refuſing 
anſwers to the interrogatories of his op- 
ponents paſſed for the deliberative wiſdom 
which characterizes the veteran politician. 
Ihe facility with which he was ſometimes 
induced to change his meaſures paſſed for 
the modeſt candour of youth; the tena- 
ciouſneſs with which he had adhered to 
them at other ſeaſons was eſteemed a 


2 proof of the firmneſs of riper years. But 


when 


. 
when time had broken the veil of delu- 


ſion, when it was found that promiſes were 


not repaid but with promiſes, that every 


principle was ſacrificed to a deſire of 


power, the confidence of the people was 


changed to deteſtation, and they late re- 


pented their deſertion of their old and 


EG friends. Inſtead of remedies for de- 


fects in the conſtitution, they beheld their 


deareſt right, the trial by jury, undermined 
by new tribunals and ſummary CONVIC= 


tions: inſtead of a boaſted  @conomy, 


they beheld a profuſion of new appoint- 
ments for needy dependants and profli- 
gate renegadoes; every thing given up to 


the crown, while the youthſul hope of the 


nation was neglected and inſulted. This 
diſmal poſture of affairs made the people 


look with an anxious eye to the day 


when thoſe men, who had ever eſpouſed 


the cauſe of WN againſt the increaſing 


influence 
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influence of the crown, might again reſume 


the management of affairs. 


The ruling paſſion of this young man 
was ambition, before which every pru- 
dential conſideration vaniſhed. His im- 


moderate pride prompted him to under- 


take the higheſt office of the ſtate, when 
qualified only for the loweſt, If he had 


been more moderate in his defires, he 


might have filled with approbation a place 


in a miniſtry, compoſed of men whoſe 


principles he had affected to embrace; ; and, 
when his talents had been matured by 


experience, he might without envy have 
ſucceeded the great character, whom he 
ſupplanted to the diſhonour and detriment 
of his country. 


Thus have [ attempted a character of 
the miniſter; and whether it be conſonant 
with truth, I leave the world to judge. 

Fer 


[24 ] 


For myſelf I can ay, that I have ad- 


vanced nothing that did not ſeem war- 


ranted by fact. Of the remainder of the 

adminiſtration, much need not be ſaid-. 
the virtues of Dundas and Jenkinſon and 
Thurlow, the abilities of Sydney and Car- 
marthen, demand not the afliſtance of my 


f a for their full Ps 


Let us now proceed to a review of the 


leading characters of that © band of 
motley materials,” as it has pleaſed the 
reviewer to call the oppoſition: here, with 
the ſame pretence to impartiality which 
he every where profeſles, he diſcloſes the 
cloven hoof ; and in the very language 
of a miniſterial hireling treats with in- 
decent contumely the noble duke who 


lately prefided at the nation's councils. 


The ſame arrogance which claims to Mr. 


Pitt the praiſe of every virtue which adorns 
the man, and all the talents which dig- 
nify 
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( 25 } 
nify the ſtateſman, tells us that the Duke 
of Portland is but a pageant, and a tool 
to other men. Are then the teſtimonies 


| of the ability of the Duke of Portland leſs 
| Airong than of Mr. Pitt? If this reviewer 


were aſked what proof he could produce 


of deficiency in the one, or ſuperior ability 


in the other, frontleſs as he is, he would 
fit down ſilent. It would be indeed pleaſ- 
ing to dwell on the characters of this 
excellent perſonage, and his worthy coad- 
jutor Lord John Cavendiſh, if it were not 
more immediately my purpoſe to anſwer | 
the ſhort review. 


In a review of Mr. Fox's character, I 
truſt any, who may think theſe remarks 
worthy a peruſal, will not be offended 
if I turn back to the firſt outſet of his po- 
litical career. It cannot excite much 
wonder that, being brought into parlia- 
ment at the early age of twenty, he had 


D Rs: | not 


11 
not yet formed his opinion on the great 
queſtions then in agitation: if he for 


ſome years acted with the adminiſtration 


| of that time, we ſhould be cautious how 
we blame him; as the influence of a 
father is well known to determine, for the 


moſt part, the fide which a youthful po- 


litician eſpouſes. Upon a quarrel with 


Lord Notth, he went over to oppoſition : : 


and then, attending to the ſituation of 
this country, he beheld the ruinous tend- 
ency of the meaſures which that miniſ- 
try purſued; he eſpouſed the cauſe of the 


people with the vigour for which he has 


been long eminent; and laboured for ſe- 
veral years to effect the deſired reforma- 
tions in the different departments of the 


ſtate, and to put an end to the unnatural 


. conteſt with America, which loſt to us 5 


that country, and brought upon us a load 


of debt, under which we are ſinking. 
Such was his zeal for liberty, and for the 


depreſſion 
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| depreſſion of the influence of the crown, 
that he was diſtinguiſhed by the appella- 
tion of © the man of the people;” a title 
far more honourable than any kings can 
beſtow, being given by a free people as 
an acknowledgment for the moſt eſſential 
ſervices. 


A long time he ſtemmed the torrent 
of corruption; and at laſt he gained a 
| glorious victory over the miniſterial pha - 
lanx. Having ſucceeded to a high poſt 
in adminiſtration, ſtill we find him the 
friend of the people; {till conferring with 
them on the meaſures neceſſary for the 
public welfare, and labouring for the 
rights of mankind: to Ireland he obtain- 
ed a participation of thoſe privileges which 
he had endeavoured to procure for Ame- 
rica, and bound to us that kingdom by the 
ties of friendſhip and gratitude. 


[ 28 ] 
The refile ambition of Lord Landſ- 


_ downe had no ſooner ſecured itſelf 


the vacant poſt of the late much lamented 


Lord Rockingham, than Mr. F ox, finding 


meaſures about to be purſued which 
met not with his approbation, refigned his 


place, that he might not give a ſanction = 


to plans which he deemed een to 


his country. 


The general diſapprobation of the 


peace patched up by Lord Landſdowne 
ſoon rendered the refignation of that 
nobleman indiſpenſable ; at which period 
Mr. Fox formed a junction with Lord 
North, for tranſacting of the public 
buſineſs. On this a general outcry was 
raiſed through the arts of deſigning men, 
who aſſerted it to be a moſt flagrant in- 


ſtance of political depravity in him, to 


join a man, whoſe meaſyres he had for 


years 
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years oppoſed as injurious to the intereſts 
of his country. The word coalition then 

conveyed every idea of unexampled flagi- 
tiouſneſs: but if it were now aſked 
whence was all that outcry, it would be 
difficult to aſſign a reaſon. Can Mr. 
Fox be juſtly accuſed of deſertion of thoſe 
principles, the profeſſion of which firſt 
gained him the favour of the people? Hath 
he ſacrificed liberty at the ſhrine of royalty, 
or did he not rather ever avow himſelf, 
while in place, the ſervant of his country, 
not the tool of regal influence? This 

maintenance of his independence, this 
zeal for the people, rendered him odious 
to the throne when in oppoſition, and an 
obnoxious ſervant when ſecretary of 
ſtate. And have we been ſo blind as to 
reje& our beſt friend and cheriſh our 
| foes, till, grown great and inſolent, they 
_ deſpiſe thoſe who made them what they 
are? Did not Mr. Fox in office reſtrain 
2 5 > that 
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that influence, againſt which his attacks 


were directed from the ſeat of oppoſition? 


The man in my opinion is conſiſtent, 


who, upon mature reflection, having de- 


termined the principles which ſhall re- 


gulate his actions, deviates not from them, 


either through hope of intereſt on the one 


hand, or fear of misfortune on the other. 
Will not then the lighteſt thought pre- 


tent to us the man, who, having profeſſed 


in the outſet of his lite io ſupport the 


cauſe ©; freedom and the people againſt 
| prerogarive and corruption, in defiance 
of the concealed reſentment of hypocriſy, 
and the more open attacks of malevolence, 
in oppoſition to the clamours of miſtaken 


zeal and the more enticing whiſpers of 
private intereſt, ſteadily purſues that path 
which early conſideration had choſen? 


Why ſhould we ſpeak of Mr. Fox's ora- 
torical powers? All who have heard him, 


| impetuous vet clear, copious yet not 


redundant, 


„ 
redundant, know well his ability either 
to detect the errors of others, or ſtamp 
conviction on the mind of the integrity 
of his own meaſures: ever cloſe and 
pointed in his arguments, he ſeeks not 
meritricious ornaments, but charms with 
the native beauty of reaſon and manlineſs 
of ſentiment, which his nervous language 
is admirably adapted to convey. 


Such is this great man; the friend of 
the people, and beloved by them; firm 
amidſt a falling age; undaunted by me- 
naces, and unſeduced by corruption. 


And has providence bountiſully beſtowed 
on the nation ſuch a man for it's ſupport, 

and have we neglected the boon! Muſt 
he for ever be a prophet to warn us of 
our danger, yet not be ſuffered to avert that 
ruin he foreſees? Ol! may ſome happier 
time call forth ſuch talents for the pub- 
lic 


W 
lic ſervice; may England yet hail a Fox 
her friend and her guide! 


While the greateſt talents, improved by 


the cloſeſt application; while zeal for vir- 


tue, and a ſteady adherence to our coun- 


try's good, ſhall be deemed praiſeworthy 


among men; ſo long ſhall the accompliſh- 
ed Burke receive the tribute of deſerved 


applauſe. 


His is the praiſe to hear the cries of 


the wretched, to ſtand forth the cham- 
pion of injured innocence, to call to ac- 


count the corrupt governor from amidſt 


a tribe of powerful adherents, and bre- 


thren in iniquity. Above temptation 
| himſelf, he voluntarily aſſumes the taſk 


of bringing to juſtice delinquents, regard- 


leſs of danger to his perſon or his fortune, 
when the groans of the oppreſſed call for 
vengeance on their inſulting perſecutor. 


Amidit 
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Amidſt che ranks of oppolition how 
many appear to grace the fair liſt of their 
country's friends, whoſe names convey 
every idea of the higheſt abilities Joined 
to the ſtricteſt integrity. 


Will the moſt enthuſiaſtic admirer of 
the preſent miniſtry defire to inſtitute a 
compariſon between them and their op- 
ponents ? ? Are the names of Portland, 
Cavendiſh, Montague, Fox, Burke, and 
Sheridan, to be contraſted with Pitt, 
Thurlow, Dundas, Jenkinſon, Sydney, 
and Carmarthen? Yet when our ears are 
wearied with the ſound of conſiſtency, 
coalition, and ſuch ſtale topics, the queſ- 
tion muſt at laſt come to this,“ Who 
are beſt qualified to Giſcharge the buſi- 
neſs of the nation?“ If the adherents of 
Mr, Pitt cannot deny every department 
of government to have been filled with 
the greateſt capacities under the coalition 


1 miniſtry; 
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miniſtry ; if they confeſs the preſent ad- 
miniſtration to be leſs able than their 
predeceſſors, the diſpute ſhould here 


come to a termination —but ſay the 


friends of Mr. Pitt, © The want of prin- 


ciple of the oppoſite party is ſo apparent, 
that no confidence can be had in them.“ 


To ſupport this they inſinuate a deſign 
of Mr. Fox to ſeize, by one daring ef- 


fort, all things into his own power by 


his India Bill : as if Mr. Pitt had not 


ingrafted into his own ſcheme the lead- 
ing points of that Bill, If Mr. Fox 


would have introduced a power unknown 
to the conſtitution, did Mr. Pitt do 
otherwiſe ? And was not Mr, Fox's 


plan more eligible, inaſmuch as he would 

have given the government of India to 

- Tarliament and Mr. Pitt bas added that 

immenſe patronage to the already over- 
grown influence of the crown. 


Bot 


E 
But enough of this ſubject; let us now 
turn to others; to Lord Rodney, and 
Mr. Haſtings. With his wonted effront- 
ery, the miniſterial tool has dared to call 
in queſtion the juſtice of a nation who 
_ deems it neceſſary to order ſtrict inquiry 
Into the conduct of it's governors and 
commanders abroad. Are then no com- 
plaints to be received againſt the wealthy 
and powerful? Does this hireling aſſert 
that men in great power are above all con- 
trol; and that, ſhielded by the ſanclion 

of authority, they may give a looſe to 

avarice, injuſtice, and cruelty ? I do not 

here call in queſtion the conduct of Lord 

Rodney ; ; I do not even believe that the 
confiſcation of effects at St. Euſtatius 
was dictated by other than the beſt mo- 
f tives : 1 hope, and truſt, that inquiry 
will but add to the luſtre of his actions. | 
Vet it were ftrange injuſtice, ſurely, to 
5 refuſe a hearing to ſufferers, becauſe the 
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man whom they accuſe has fought his 


country's battles with ſucceſs! Had 
any man increaſed the power and wealth 


of his country more than the late Lord 


Clive; yet had any one been more in- 


famous for treachery and peculation? 
Need I mention the name of Omichund, 
that it may be remembered how the 
victor at Plaſſey could ſtoop to the baſeſt 
actions? And wherefore then muſt Lord : 


Rodney .be pronounced immaculate, be- 
cauſe he vanquiſhed the foes of Britain? 
Let the claims of thoſe who demand juſ- 
_ tice be heard : : if they be juſt, let them 


recover their own: if, on the contrary, 


they be found the clamours of diſap- 
pointed treaſon, Lord Rodney's fame 
will be nothing diminiſhed ; and what 
; he ſuffers in fortune let his country re- 
pay tenfold. 


Our 
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Our next buſineſs is to conſider the 
ſtrictures which the reviewer hath, with 
great aſperity, beſtowed on the impeach- 
ment of Mr. Haſtings. Here, indeed, 
we find him at laſt repoſed, after a toil- 
ſome journey through the characters of 
kings and princes, of miniſters and com- 
manders; here he diſplays his talents for 
panegyric ; here appear, choicely culled ex- 
preſſions, and quotations carefully fought, 
that he may array in proud trappings the 
great Warren Haſtings. If a man of 
common decency had undertaken a 

: ſketch « of this very dubious character, he 
would have ſpoken with diffidence 
where the opinions of the moſt intelli- 
gent men were decidedly contrary; and 
not have extolled, with fulſome encomi- 

ums, a man who has been publicly im- 
peached, and received cenſure from the 
Houſe of Commons. His zeal in the 
cauſe of Mr. Haſtings ſo tranſcends what : 


he 
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he has ſhewn for others, that he may 
be fairly conſidered the hero of the piece. 


What he has advanced, however, 1 in 


praiſe of that character is ſo general and 


indiſcriminate, as of itſelf to merit no 


particular attention ; but, as the conduct 


of Mr. Haſtings ſtill continues an ob- 


ject of general notice, a few words on 


the ſubject Ay | not be! improper. 


The partizans of Mr. Haſtings ground 
his pretenſions to praiſe on the ſalvation 
of our Eaſtern poſſeſſions from the j jaws 
of ruin; and here is the fallacy. If it 
could be demonſtratively proved that 


to the influence of his councils it is 


owing we now poſſeſs any domains in 
India; if the concluſion of the Mahratta 


war, if the preſervation of the Carnatic, 


were truly the effect of his meaſures, 
yet have his advocates gained nothing. 
88 5 . 
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Let them then ſhew that the formidable 
confederacy of the country powers did not 
originate from a general deteſtation of 
his perfidy and duplicity, and a well- 
grounded apprehenſion that he was re- 
ſolved, in violation of every tie, divine 
and human, to ſow diſſenſions amongſt 
them that he might compaſs his ſchemes 
of conqueſt with greater facility. 


Did not he countenance the preſidency at 
; Bombay, | in their interference with the diſ- a 
putes of the Mahrattas of Poonah, though 
an act of parliament had forbidden ſuch 
proceedings; the ſame act having given to 
him the power of controling their opera- 
tions? When a peace was ſettled, which in- 
ſured to the company many great advan- 
tages, Mr. Haſtings not only ſuffered an 
infraction of the treaty by the Council of 


Bombay; but, while he gave a ſanction 
to their connexion with Ragoba, was-5et 


1 carrying 
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carrying on intrigues with the Rajah of 


Berar, tempting that prince with an offer 
of the throne of Poonah. The ſupport 
given to Ragoba, juſtly abhorred through- 
out the Decan, as an incorrigible villain, 
tended, together with the miſconduct of 
the Council of Madras, to exaſperate 
againſt us Nizam Ally. Small merit 
therefore can be aſcribed to Mr. Haſ- 

tings for his conduct in extricating the 

Engliſh affairs from the dangers threaten- 
Ing them, when it is taken into account 
that to him alone can be attributed the 
5 junction of thoſe powers who confede- 

rated for our deſtruction. Conduct leſs | 
atrocious than his would not have united 
In a league powers ſo much at variance, 
fo differing in religion and political in- 
tereſts, as the Poonah miniſtry, the Rajah 
of Berar, the Nizam, and Hyder Ally. 
And what did the boaſted Mahratta peace 
gain for us? It put us in a worſe ſituation 
| "on 
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than we were before, by the loſs of a 
valuable territory. All therefore, which 
we have benefited by Mr. Haſtings in 
India, is found to be a character of per- 
fidy and treachery, of deſertion of our 
allies, of oppreſſion over our friends, diſ- 
grace to our arms, and an ignominious 
peace. We have ſhewn to the natives 
that union among themſelves 18 alone 
wanting for our utter extirpation fromthe 
countries we have ſeized, and that more 
ſafety may be obtained from our enmity 
than our friendſhip. In ſhort, the bleſſed 
effects of Mr. Haſtings's adminiſtration 
are poverty and deſolation triumphant in 
our own provinces, and increaſed ſtrength 
1 in thoſe of our enemies. The country 
powers have learned from the examples : 
we have ſhewn them ; they ſee the Na- 
bob of Oude reduced to poverty and dif- - 
treſs, the ſlave of Engliſh councils, a and the 
Gp miſerable victim of Engliſh extortion; 
8 OE 
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they ſee the Rajah of Benares driven from 
his palace and dominions with inſult and 
outrage, becauſe he would not utterly ruin 
himſelf in our ſupport; they now ſhun 
connection with us, as a nation who, by 


the baſeſt means, compaſs the worſt of 


ends, with whom extortion and cruelty 
are fo common as to eſcape 9 


Has not Mr. Heltiogs himſelf con- 
feſſed the receipt of money, which by act 
of parliament he was forbidden to accept? 
And is it then ſo injurious to the cha- 
racter of this man, who avows his cor- 
ruption, to bring him forward to the na- 
tional tribunal, that he may anſwer 1 
charges of crimes of the deepeſt dye? 

Was it thought hard that Lord Clive, 

who, no : doubt, in many inſtances 

behaved with true magnanimity, (happy 
had he always done ſo !) ſhould be made 
accountable to juſtice for his conduR ? | 
cies "We 
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Let any one conſider, with a moderate de- 
gree of diſcernment, the deſolated ſtate of 
the provinces under our authority 1 in In- 
dia, and let them ſay if it be not ad- 
viſable to aſcertain whether theſe miſ- 
fortunes have befallen that devoted 
countr. through corrupt miſmanagement 
and unfeeling ſway; from the unavoid- 
able calamities of unprovoked war; or 
from ſome internal cauſe, which may 

baffle the ſagacity of the beſt and moſt 
able governor. The adminiſtration of 
Mr. Haſtings ſet aſide, it 18 well known 
with what rapacity of extortion, and what 
diabolical cruelty of oppreſſion, our coun- 
trymen have injured the inoffenſive and 
unfortunate race of Hindoos! Does 
not then juſtice cry aloud ſor inquiry? 


Does ſhe not demand vengeance of the 
| guilty oppreſſors ? The zealous con- 


ſtancy of a Burke has not been di! ſcourag- 


ed, though thwarted ; and we fear not 
F EEE that 
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that he will purſue, with the ſame un- 


remittin g aſſiduity, the detection of cti- 
minals, that the ſtain may be wiped from 


our national character, and that Providence 


may once more extend his protection to us. 


Here then we ſhall finiſh our remarks 
on the ſhort review—happy if we have 


reſcued, from unmerited reproach, one 


worthy character; if we have drawn away 


the maſk from hypocriſy; or held a mir- 


ror to the unworthy. That many will 
reprehend this performance, as a party 
pamphlet, we doubt not; nor do we at- 
tempt to palm on our readers the ſtale 

pretence of impartiality, nor heſitate to 

declare ourſelves well-wiſhers to the op- | 
poſers of the meaſures at preſent purſued, 
Is it poſſible that any one can behold 
with indifference the parties that now di- 
vide the political world; ſince on their 
conduct depend our deareſt rights, our 


poſſeſons, Our lives our liberties? 


Convinced 
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eminent Engraver- 
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Convinced that ruin has ever impend- 


ed from Tory adminiſtrations, and that 
the principles of the Whigs are thoſe that ö 
favour the rights of mankind, we, with 


anxious ſolicitude, expect that day when 


this country may be governed by Whig 


Miniſters and Whig Councils. 
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